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Stewardship Tools for Leaders : Quotes & Illustrations 

Title:  Quotations on getting, giving, and generosity 
Author:  Various 

 
When we let go of money we are letting go of part of ourselves and part of our security. But 
this is precisely why it is important to do it. It is one way to obey Jesus' command to deny 
ourselves… . When we give money we are releasing a little more of our egocentric selves 
and a little more of our false security… . Giving frees us to care. It produces an air of 
expectancy as we anticipate what God will lead us to give. It makes life with God an 
adventure in the world, and that is worth living for and giving for. 
 

Richard J. Foster, The Challenge of the Disciplined Life 
 
Things themselves do not remain, but their effects do. Therefore we should not be mean and 
calculating with what we have but give with a generous hand. Look at how much people give 
to players and dancers—why not give just as much to Christ? 
 

John Chrysostom, Homilies on the Epistles of Paul to the Corinthians 
 
It is more blessed to give than to receive, but then it is also more blessed to be able to do 
without than to have to have. 

Søren Kierkegaard's Journals and Papers 
 
What is the chief end of man?– to get rich. In what way? - dishonestly if we can; honestly if 
we must. Who is God, the one and only true? Money is God. Gold and Greenbacks and 
Stock—father, son, and ghosts of same, three persons in one; these are the true and only 
God, mighty and supreme. 

Mark Twain, "The Revised Catechism" 
 

I do not think I exaggerate when I say that some of us put our offering in the plate with a kind 
of triumphant bounce as much as to say: "There— now God will feel better!" … I am obliged 
to tell you that God does not need anything you have. He does not need a dime of your 
money. It is your own spiritual welfare at stake in such matters as these… . You have the 
right to keep what you have all to yourself—but it will rust and decay, and ultimately ruin you. 

A. W. Tozer, Christ the Eternal Son 
 


